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Welcome to the 
pro-manchester 
Trailblazing Tech  
Conference 2020
Manchester’s Tech sector is thriving. Home to five 
of the UK’s tech unicorns including The Hut Group, 
Boohoo, AO.com, Autotrader and Onthebeach.com, 
Manchester has firmly cemented its position as one of 
the UK’s leading tech hubs.  
 
Manchester provides the perfect environment for 
innovation with its ready-made ecosystem to support 
its renowned entrepreneurial spirit. Today we will be 
focusing on the inspiring innovations creating waves 
in our region and what the future might look like in this 
ever-developing sector
 
You can expect to hear some of the latest information 
on the trends shaping the sector, get to grips with 5G 
and what that will mean for you and your business 
and explore some of the exciting new developments 
in healthcare. 

With leading strengths in both Financial Services and 
Technology, Manchester is fast becoming a leader 
in Financial Technology (Fintech) with sector growth 
outstripping anywhere else in the UK. Fintech is a 
key focus area for pro-manchester, signified by the 
development of our new Fintech sector programme 
launched late last year in collaboration with MIDAS – 
Manchester’s inward investment agency.
 
During several sessions today we will delve a little 
deeper into the sector and find out a bit more about 
its impact on Manchester.
 
I do hope you enjoy the day.
 

Sam Booth,

Chief Executive, pro-manchester

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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08.00– 
08.45

Registration, Breakfast and Networking

08.45– 
08.50

Welcome
Sam Booth – pro-manchester

08.50– 
09.10

Trends and Innovations Shaping  
The Technology Sector
Speaker: Javed Huq – GP Bullhound

09.10– 
09.35

Blockchain... More Than Just Bitcoin
Host: Mark Robinson – Verlingue

Panel: On Yavin – Cointelligence, James Morgan – BlockRocket,  
Ed Chapman – Ince Metcalfes, Zain Rana – Pharmeum

09.35– 
09.55

How 5G Is Going To Change Our Lives – and How  
It Will Not!
Speaker: Dawn Embry – Mobica

09.55– 
10.20

Can We Live Forever?  
A Look At Innovations in Health Tech
Host: Charlotte Lewis – Mills & Reeve

Panel: Dawn Embry – Mobica, Stephen Critchlow – Evergreen,  
Dr Nicholas Costen – Manchester Metropolitan University

10.20– 
10.40

How Tech Is Driving Creativity 
Speaker: Ed Burek - Vee24

10.40– 
11.05

What Happens To Your Data? 
Host: Dan Nolan – Digital Marketing Consultant

Panel: Jonny Whitehead -Regital, Grace Roddie – TLT,  
Mark Elliot – University of Manchester, Tom Davies – Viabl

11.05– 
11.30

Coffee Break

11.30- 
11.50

Welcome to the 5th Generation 
Speaker: Brendan O’Reilly – O2

11.50- 
12.15

Is 5G the most important invention since the  
internet? 
Host: Danny Simpson – MIDCommunications

Panel: Michael Buckley – O2, Professor David Bamford – MMU Business 
School, Emma Ryan – Wattl 

12.15- 
12.35

The Amazing World of Graphene
Speaker: Lisa Scullion, Graphene Engineering Innovation Centre

12.35- 
12.55

The Emergence of FinTech and the Digital Economy  
in Financial Services
Speaker: Markos Zachariadis – Alliance Manchester Business School

12.55- 
13.30

The Banking Revolution
Host: Dave Gardner – TLT

Panel: Markos Zachariadis – Alliance MBS,  
Anthony Morrow – OpenMoney, Winston Pearson – AccessPay,  
Rachel Eyre – MIDAS

13.30- 
14.15

Networking Lunch

14.15- 
14.35

Live Demo from Wondrwall

14.35- 
14.55

Live Demo from ConciergeHub

14.55- 
15.15

Live Demo from Evergreen Life

15.15– 
15.25

Audience vote for Trailblazing Tech Live  
Demo Winner

15.25– 
15.30

Close

15.30– 
16.00

After show drinks

AG
EN

DA

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click


@p
ro
ma
nc
he
st
er

#T
Te
ch
20

20
SP

EA
KE

RS

Professor David Bamford  

Chair in Operations Management, Manchester  
Metropolitan University Business School 

Michael Buckley  

UK’s Head of Consumer and Business Services, 

Telefonica UK

David is an experienced industrialist/academic who has 
published over 100 articles, book chapters and reports, as well as 
presented widely on his topics to both academic and practitioner 
audiences. David’s academic activities are under-pinned by 
a strong industrial and commercial background. Knowledge 
transfer has been at the centre of his drive. Through it, he has 
a significant involvement in knowledge creation and transfer in 
conjunction with various partner organisations.

Michael is Telefonica UK’s Head of Consumer and Business 
Services with over 20 years’ experience in technology based 
roles. Michael has accountability for Telefonica UK’s Service 
Management of Consumer offerings to include Channel Services 
through Trading and Self-Serve, as well as Business Services 
such as the Internet of Things, MVNO and Smart Metering. 
He is passionate about the Customer, Innovation and the use of 
Technology to help people lead better lives. Michael graduated 
with a degree in Computer Science.

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Ed Burek  

Vice-President, 
Vee24 

Daniel Burton  

Chief Executive, 

Wondrwall

Ed Burek is Vee24’s Vice President of Marketing, a rapidly growing software 
company and a leading live engagement solution. Ed leads all aspects of 
marketing including demand generation, content and digital marketing, 
press relations and market research at Vee24.  

Prior to Vee24, Ed held senior positions in companies such as IBM, 
Pegasystems, and SiteSpect, where he led marketing efforts, focused  
on AI, digital marketing, and customer experience

Wondrwall was borne out of Burton’s previous company, which printed 
electronic substrates into wallpaper. After looking at the ‘smart’ home 
market it became apparent that the current level of technology being 
sold as ‘smart home’ systems was barely smart and certainly not 
intelligent,” he says.

Wondrwall’s intelligent software and IoT products uses the latest self 
learning technology, along with a multitude of sensors that continuously 
monitors daily routines and adjusts itself for your convenience, and to 
save valuable energy. The easy to use and intuitive home automation 
system provides users with app and voice control for lighting, heating, 
security and entertainment all in one place. Along with the clean energy 
solution, providing the latest solar PV systems and Wondrwall battery 
storage that can reduce energy consumption by as much as 90%.
Save money, save time, save the planet!

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Ed Chapman  

Managing Associate,  
Ince Metcalfes 

Ed is an experienced corporate lawyer with a particular focus on the 
technology sector, acting for a diverse client base from start-ups and  
owner managed businesses through to SMEs and larger corporates 
operating internationally.
 
He is also a blockchain / distributed thought leader and international 
conference speaker on cryptoassets. This followed a secondment  
working with crypto specialists at Anderson Kill in New York City in 2019, 
which included presenting at Philadelphia Tech Week and culminated in 
attending New York Blockchain Week. Ed recently presented a webinar  
for LexisNexis on blockchain and its impact on land registration.
 
Ed has an international outlook, having worked in the UK, US and Cyprus.

Nicholas has spent many years undertaking research in the recognition 
and modelling of human anatomy and behaviour, leading the Human 
Centred Computing research theme at Manchester  
Metropolitan University. 

One particular strand of research has centred upon the psychological 
and computational relevance of model-based approaches to human 
face and body recognition and processing, and statistically sound 
models for the identification of human articulated pose and behaviour. 

Much of Nicholas’s work has centred around ultrasound videos of 
human muscle tissue and processing 3D microscope images of human 
pre-implantation IVF embryos for cell-counting and monitoring. 

Dr Nicholas Costen  

Reader, 

Manchester Metropolitan University
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Tom has spent the last 20 years helping organisations to deliver significant 
returns from technology investments. 

He has advised Heathrow and Manchester Airports on future proofing their 
IT strategies, the Board of the Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre 
on the adoption of digital solutions, and worked on a £100m+ digital 
transformation programme for a multi-channel retailer. He established and 
headed up a tech efficiency consultancy business, and now sits at the helm 
of Viabl, an intelligent automation software business.

Tom Davies  

Chief Executive Officer,  
Viabl 

Stephen is a former pharmacist and now visionary entrepreneur, investing 
in sustainable social impact businesses through his company Evergreen 
Group. In Barclay’s 2018 Entrepreneur Awards, he won the regional Icon 
of the Year Award for his contribution to sustainable business growth in the 
North. In his 15 years working as an NHS pharmacist, Stephen realised 
that clear communication channels can help improve and often save lives. 
In 1989, he founded hospital software company Ascribe, aiming to inform 
health decisions at the point of care. 

Also from his previous NHS experiences, he was later inspired to create 
Evergreen Life, an app platform that allows people to access the right 
health information at the right time, including NHS-assured GP services and 
personalised wellness content. His vision: to ensure everyone has the best 
chance to stay well for as long as possible.

Stephen Critchlow  

Founder and CEO,  
Evergreen Life 

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Mark Elliot is a world leading researcher in the field of anonymisation. 
He collaborates widely with non-academic partners, particularly with 
national statistical agencies. He has been a key influence on disclosure 
control methodology used in censuses and surveys and where the 
SUDA software that he developed in collaboration with colleagues in 
Computer Science at Manchester is used.  

Since 2012, he has led the UK Anonymisation Network  
(www.ukanon.net), which has 600 members and provides advice, 
consultancy and training on anonymisation in the UK and beyond. 
Beyond confidentiality and privacy, his research interests include  
Data Science Methodology and its application to social science.  
He is director of the University’s interdisciplinary MSc in Data Science 
and the doctoral programme in Data analytics and society.

Mark Elliot  

Professor of Data Science, 

University of Manchester

Mobica is a global software services company. Dawn Embry has more than 
15 years’ experience managing strategic growth and business development 
in global technology companies, working across four continents.  

At Mobica she is focused on developing and executing plans to deliver 
the company’s high growth aspirations. Dawn regularly gives talks and 
seminars on industry growth potential.  

She is passionate about enabling technology and the tech sector’s ability  
to facilitate company growth, innovation and career development.

Dawn Embry  

Director of Strategy and Performance,  
Mobica 

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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A graduate of the University of Manchester, Rachel joined MIDAS, 
Manchester’s inward investment agency in 2014.  

She is currently Business Development Manager for the Financial, 
Professional and Business Services sector and specialises in FinTech, 
Banking and Legal. Rachel has extensive inward investment experience 
and has worked with some of the largest global FinTech companies to 
support their investments into Manchester.  

Through her work, Rachel has a strong awareness and understanding 
of what companies are looking for when setting up or expanding into 
Manchester and has a strong network of local partners to support 
companies who are investing in Greater Manchester.

Rachel Eyre  

Business Development Manager, 

MIDAS

David is an authority on IT, outsourcing and technology-driven procurement, 
with a particular focus on clients in financial services and the technology 
sector. David regularly acts as lead advisor for customer and suppliers 
to deliver complex and strategic technology projects, collaborations and 
commercial contracts of all shapes and sizes. He is ranked as a leading 
individual in both Chambers & Partners and Legal 500, the independent 
guides to the legal profession. 

David is a published author and speaker who is regularly sought out for his 
industry insights. In 2018 David co-authored a ground-breaking research 
report on Open Banking, which is shaping the future of financial services.

David Gardner  

Partner,  
TLT 

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Claire has worked in health technology for over a decade and 
has, throughout this time, championed a person’s role in their own 
healthcare. In this time, she has focussed on a person’s experience of 
healthcare and the various systems they encounter on their health and 
wellbeing journey. She has become a leading expert on person and 
patient user experience. 

In 2017, she was named as one of the most influential women in health 
technology and more recently has been nominated as Inspirational 
Woman of the Year in a North West health and wellbeing award.

Claire Giantzides  

Digital Health Champion,

Evergreen Life 

Javed is a Director at GP Bullhound, based in the Manchester office.  
Prior to joining the firm, he spent 5 years at Rothschild where he advised  
on a wide range of UK and international engagements including private 
equity and corporate transactions, IPOs and fundraisings. 

Before that, Javed worked at Deloitte LLP in the Corporate Finance M&A 
Advisory team, focusing on a range of mid-market transactions.  

Javed graduated from the University of Manchester with a BA (Hons)  
in International Business, Finance and Economics.

Javed Huq  

Director,  
GP Bullhound 

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Charlotte is a specialist commercial health and technology lawyer. 
She advises organisations operating in the health and care sector 
on a wide range of commercial and corporate matters including 
corporate/contractual structures, new care models and transformation 
programmes, as well as general commercial enquiries. 

She has a particular interest in healthtech and works with a number 
of technology and digital companies. Chair of pro-manchester’s 
healthcare committee, she is passionate about innovation and 
transformation within the sector. She loves to work with clients  
who are looking to break into new areas or do things differently.

Charlotte Lewis  

Senior Associate, 

Mills & Reeve LLP

James Co-founded BlockRocket.tech to help others realise  
the potential of Blockchain and distributed ledgers and to help  
understand when enterprises and businesses should and should  
not apply these nascent and emerging technologies.  
 
BlockRocket has broad and deep experience in building solutions  
that leverage smart contracts, decentralised technologies,  
and crypto-economic primitives.  

James has founded several crypto-based projects utilising such as 
www.knownorigin.io and www.cryptokaiju.io as well as running the  
bio monthly meetup Blokchain Manchester. 

James Morgan  

Co-founder, 

BlockRocket and KnownOrigin

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Working as a consultant for such financial giants as KPMG and Deloitte 
gave Anthony a broad view of the industry landscape before co-
founding Tatton Asset Management plc (formerly Paradigm Group). 
All this experience helped him identify the ‘advice gap’, which 
OpenMoney is here to close.

Anthony Morrow 
Founder/CEO, 

Open Money

Daniel is the co-chair of pro-manchester’s creative and digital sector 
group and has previously been recognised as the Digital, Media or 
Creative Professional of the Year at the Made In Manchester Awards.
He is a passionate ambassador for Manchester and the North West’s 
creative, digital and media industries and has hosted and spoken  
at conferences and events for the likes of pro-manchester,  
the Chartered Institute of Public Relations, Salford Media Festival,  
the MPA, Manchester Metropolitan University and many more. 

Working with Manchester Metropolitan University, Oldham College and 
the UTC @ MediaCity, Daniel is also a leading figure locally in setting 
the agenda for training and retaining the best creative, digital and 
media talent in the city.

Daniel Nolan  

Digital Marketing Consultant

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Brendan is Telefónica UK’s CTO, with over 15 years’ experience in 
Mobile Telecoms. Brendan has accountability for O2’s strategy, design, 
planning, test, delivery and operation of the entire mobile and fixed 
network. He is also responsible for messaging and wifi supported by 
his team of more than 600 professional engineers.  

Brendan has held a number of senior roles in the Networks Leadership 
Team over the past seven years, with achievements including leading 
the development of O2’s network share partnership with Vodafone in 
June 2012. He is also experienced in detailed planning and delivery 
of radio and transmission networks. Delivering the best experience to 
O2’s customers is at the heart of how Brendan works and knows his 
people are key to achieve this. 

Brendan O’Reilly 
CTO, 

O2 (Telefonica UK)

A self proclaimed innovator and forward thinking product manager,  
with over a decade of Financial Services experience. Winston is 
responsible for all things cash management at AccessPay and 
oversees the development of all related products and feature sets.  

He takes an attentive approach towards building and maintaining 
customer relationships, working in partnership with the AccessPay 
customer base.

Winston Pearson  

Senior Product Manager,  

AccessPay

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Zain Rana is the founder of Pharmeum (Datify.io), a decentralized 
Blockchain data-economy, allowing everyone globally to profit from 
their data and create smarter technology/apps. Zain is known for 
being a Blockchain Keynote Speaker at some of the largest tech 
events globally. Zain entered the Blockchain space after investing in 
Bitcoin at an early stage, and founding Pharmeum (Datify.io) a few 
years later, in 2017. 

His passion is in using Blockchain and Artificial Intelligence to 
create new types of economies, ones that are built for the future.

Zain Rana 
CEO, 

Pharmeum

Mark is a leading insurance expert who specialises in the technology, 
financial payments and on-line gaming sectors. Mark works with 
companies at all stages of their development, from start-up, scale-
up and global organisations, to help them understand risk exposures 
within their business and how these can be mitigated or transferred to 
specialist insurance programmes.

One of Mark’s current areas of focus is developing the next generation 
of cyber and fraud insurance solutions for companies operating in the 
cryptocurrency sector.

Mark Robinson  

Insurance Broker,  

Verlingue Group

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Grace specialises in technology contracts and data protection.  
Grace advises clients on a wide range of data protection and privacy 
compliance issues, particularly in the retail, digital and payments sectors. 
She has extensive experience in advising large-scale businesses on data 
protection compliance issues, including FCA-regulated companies and 
companies in the FTSE 100. 

She is also experienced in negotiating data processing and data sharing 
agreements; handling data protection breaches; and advising on direct 
marketing requirements.

Grace Roddie 
Solicitor, Technology and IP, 

TLT

Emma Ryan, is a graduate engineer who started her career at Ford Motor 
Company. She was the youngest manager in Ford of Europe when she was 
promoted to Design/Manufacturing Strategy Manager. She has since run a 
digital agency for over 14 years with Matthew Ryan. They have developed 
software which has been sold in 132 countries worldwide. They have also 
written and launched apps for TV and film companies. Emma was a Google 
Campus for Mums 2017 winner, won a place on the Manchester Mi-IDEA 
Cisco/MSP Post-Accelerator in 2017-2020, crowned Pioneer 10 competition 
winner 2018 as the most innovative business in Greater Manchester and was 
a VentureFest finalist at Manchester Central in 2019. Currently working on 
Wattl, a video discovery platform, set to disrupt how you find video content 
in the future. Why be constrained to platform algorithms that are focused 
solely on revenues when you can discover content in a user collaborative 
environment. With over a billion hours of content watched online everyday 
5G is set to revolutionise viewing habits and capabilites.

Emma Ryan 
Co-founder & CEO, 

Wattl

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Lisa is responsible for a team of scientists looking to commercialise 
graphene in a range of applications. Her group mainly focuses on the 
introduction of graphene to coating materials for various industries such  
as automotive and steel. Other projects involve composites, membranes  
and construction materials.  

Lisa also runs a European funded programme to assist local Greater 
Manchester based SMEs explore the potential of graphene within their 
business. After completing a PhD in Nanotechnology at the University of 
Liverpool, Lisa spent two years working for Unilever and six years working  
for Itaconix, a polymer technology company.

Lisa Scullion 
Application Manager, 

Graphene Engineering Innovation Centre

Danny Simpson is the CEO & Co-Founder of MID Communications, 
MID Group & My Ideal Destination.com. MID Communications is the 
largest O2 Franchise in the Northwest with 17 sites, they have over  
160 employees across the group looking after over 100,000 customers.
Danny is a trustee for cash for kids locally with The Hits Radio, & Cash 
for Kids UK as well as being an ambassador for the NSPCC and local 
charities such as Mahdlo. 

Danny is on the board for pro-manchester, he is also a Committee 
member for the IoD & has been awarded ‘Fellow’ status. He has 
achieved a Queens Award for Voluntary service.

Danny Simpson  

Founder & CEO,  

MID Group

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Jonny Whitehead is a programmatic marketing strategist. He thinks about 
how organisations and services connect with people using data and 
technology. He’s spent 15 years working on communications and digital 
strategies in both the UK and Australia, for organisations like the COI,  
Sony, Estee Lauder Group and Telstra. He is a Board Director of Regital,  
the Manchester based programmatic marketing specialist.  
 
He is currently leading the development of strategies and planning 
technology that does not use cookies and is fully privacy compliant. He is 
an advocate of bringing greater transparency to the advertising ecosystem 
and encouraging marketers to take a longer term view of how their marketing 
activity performs.

Jonny Whitehead 
Programmatic Marketing Strategist, 

Regital

Gareth has 22 years of digital development experience working  
for agencies for global companies like Volvo and FedEx. In 2018,  
he was approached by a hotel to develop a cloud-based digital  
signage solution.  
 
In September 2018, he visited The Hotel Tech show live in London to 
work out what the competition was doing and noticed digital concierge 
services were an exciting new growing area. There were suppliers 
building robots and installing screens in hotel rooms. Many doing 
apps. He came away thinking there has to be a better way. Something 
more cost-effective that doesn’t involve an app but utilises the smart 
device in all our pockets. ConciergeHub went into development and a 
year later he launched both products onto the market.

Gareth Winterton  

Founder,  

Hospitality Digital Services

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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Professor Markos Zachariadis is a member of the World Economic Forum’s
Global Future Council on Financial & Monetary Systems and a FinTech
Research Fellow at the Cambridge Centre for Digital Innovation (CDI),
University of Cambridge. Professor Zachariadis’ research sits at the cross
section of economics of digital innovation, financial technology studies, and
network economics. He has studied extensively the economic impact of
ICT adoption on bank performance, the diffusion of payment networks, and
the role of data & standards in payment infrastructures (SWIFT), financial
markets (LEI), and digital banking (Open Banking), among other things. His
research has been published in top academic journals such as MIS Quarterly
and Research Policy and has been awarded the NET Institute Award (NYU
Stern Business School) for his study on the economics of payment networks,
and the SWIFT Institute, SMS, and GRI Awards for his research on Open
APIs and Digital Transformation in Banking. As a recognised expert, Markos
often shares his work and perspectives with a vast array of media outlets.

Professor Markos Zacharidis 
Greensill Chair in FinTech & Information Systems, 

Alliance Manchester Business School

On Yavin is the founder and CEO of Cointelligence. He has extensive 
experience as a serial entrepreneur and angel investor, as well as more 
than 20 years of experience in the tech industry. 

On uses his deep knowledge of online marketing to create winning 
strategies for crypto and blockchain companies. Having earned the 
reputation of “crypto expert”, On continues to contribute to this industry 
in ways that advance cryptocurrencies and blockchain technologies. 
On has a law degree (LLB) and is also a certified Advocate by the 
Israeli Bar Association.

On Yavin  

Founder and CEO,  

Cointelligence

https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click
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On the 26th February 10 amazing companies went 
in front of our panel of judges to showcase their 
incredible tech products in the bid to do a live 
demonstration on stage at Trailblazing Tech 2020.

The competition was fierce and the judges were 
incredibly impressed with all that were shortlisted. 
After much debate and deliberation our three 
finalists were announced as Wondrwall,  
ConciergeHub and Evergreen Life.

Today the finalists will present their products live on 
stage and our audience will decide on the winner for 
our Trailblazing Tech of Manchester Award 2020. 



As a global, triple crown-accredited Business 
School located in the heart of Manchester we 
offer postgraduate, research degrees and 
professional qualifications, many of which are 
recognised by industry associations.

We provide professionally focused education 
where student experience is at the heart 
of everything we do. We transform lives, 
businesses and communities with an 
education experience that helps to ensure 
students will succeed in a modern business 
and professional world.
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https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/promanchester
https://twitter.com/search?q=TTech2020&src=typeahead_click


The University of Manchester is a truly global 
institution with a reputation for education and 
innovation that resonates across the world.  
 
We conduct a wide range of world-leading 
research; our research beacons are examples 
of pioneering discoveries, interdisciplinary 
collaboration and cross-sector partnerships 
that are tackling some of the biggest questions 
facing the planet.
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https://twitter.com/promanchester
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Established in 1965 as one of the UK’s first two 
business schools, Alliance Manchester Business 
School is part of the prestigious University of 
Manchester and the UK’s largest campus-based 
business and management school. Ranked 2nd 
in the UK for research power their influential 
research impacts business locally, nationally and 
internationally and covers a broad range of areas 
across four divisions: accounting and finance; 
innovation management and policy; management 
sciences and marketing; and people, management 
and organisations.
 
With triple accreditation from AACSB 
International, AMBA and EQUIS, Alliance MBS 
provides industry-focused education across its 
undergraduate, Master’s, MBA and Executive 
Educationprogrammes. It also offers level 7 degree 
apprenticeships, funded by the Apprenticeship 
Levy, and postgraduate research programmes 
including the PhD.
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MID Communications are an independent 
franchise of O2 (Telefónica UK Limited).  
We provide O2 products and services under 
the O2 brand in line with O2’s instructions. 
We are a fun, energetic & most importantly 
a professional company, operating locally 
within several communities across Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire and the Fylde coast. In total,  
we operate 16 O2 retail stores along with  
our head office and business centre, based  
in Rochdale, servicing over 7,500 SME’s. 

As we are ambassadors of the latest tech,  
we pride ourselves on our mission to become 
the go-to organisation for mobile connectivity, 
tech insight and advice to support not only 
Greater Manchester but also the Northwest.
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At OpenMoney, we’re making financial  
advice accessible and affordable to everyone. 
There are millions of people across Britain 
who would benefit from financial advice but 
can’t afford or can’t access it. As a result, 
many of these people get caught in financial 
cycles that they struggle to get out of.  
We’re here to help these people.  
 
By combining sophisticated technology  
with real people, we offer financial advice 
through our online platform, and offer tools  
to help people get out of their financial  
cycles through our OpenMoney app. 
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TLT supports large corporates, public 
institutions and high growth businesses 
on their strategic and day-to-day legal 
needs. With significant experience 
advising organisations in the clean 
energy, digital, financial services, public 
sector, real estate, retail & consumer 
goods, and leisure, food & drink sectors, 
the firm has a strong track record of 
consistent growth driven by client need.
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Verlingue Group is one of Europe’s largest 
independent Employee Benefits and Insurance 
Broking groups employing over 1000 people 
and placing annual premiums in excess  
of £1.8bn. 

We are trusted advisors to a broad portfolio  
of clients both in the UK and overseas  
and, as members of the Worldwide Broker  
Network, we are often able to offer our  
clients global solutions and premiums  
not available elsewhere.

Verlingue holds the prestigious Investor 
in Customer award in recognition of our 
exceptional customer service, support  
and advice.
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The new Virgin Money Store on Manchester’s 
Market Street is part of a new generation of 
spaces on the high street. A creative and 
community-focused place which is designed 
to broaden people’s horizons and brighten 
their lives.
 
We want to give the people of Manchester – 
from freelancers and students, to start-ups, 
SMEs and the self-employed – an exciting 
creative space to learn, work and play. 

Open plan layouts, shoulder-to-shoulder 
service and relaxed discussion spaces  
are just a few of the ways that people can  
manage their money in a modern way.
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VisionEvents Manchester (VEM) are a full event 
production company located in Manchester.  
We bring together various elements of event 
design under one roof, making our clients lives 
easier when organising often complex events.  
 
Our vast spectrum of highly specialised skills 
allows us to offer you the full events package. 
This means you have just one main contact 
for your project who will pull together all these 
various aspects - regardless how big or small 
they are. Put simply, VisionEvents Manchester 
can complete every element of your creative 
and technical project. 
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The Lowry Hotel is an iconic five-star hotel in Manchester with a 
large sprinkling of the extraordinary. It delivers a tangible sense 
of something a bit different from the moment you step through its 
famous glass doors. Offering 165 bedrooms including 11 suites 
and the newly refurbished Presidential Suite, the hotel also features 
meeting space for up to 400 delegates and a number of smaller 
meeting rooms from 12 delegates upwards. 

The Lowry Spa is an urban oasis to enjoy treatments and relax 
whilst The River Restaurant and Bar is one of Manchester’s finest 
establishments to eat and drink. The River Restaurant also features 
a Private Dining Room for up to 24 guests, perfect for an Executive 
Breakfast or private dinner.

As a pro-manchester member, The Lowry Hotel is delighted to offer 
preferential rates for meetings and events to fellow pro-manchester 
members. Please contact Miguel.Dossantos@thelowryhotel.com 
quoting pro-manchester for more details.

When was the last time your marketing or design agency mentioned 
a return on investment? When did they last question whether you 
needed to spend as much as you are? 

At Latitude, these are the things we consider first. It’s not what’s 
best for us, it’s what works for you. Providing outstanding, forward 
thinking and insightful creativity with a big budget is easy.  
 
Doing it within a sensible budget requires skill, talent, and thought. 
Latitude is a strategic marketing agency and we put our client’s 
requirements first, following it with impressive creativity and advice. 
We don’t do marketing speak, we speak plainly and speak our mind. 

This approach to business means we have a high level of client 
retention and referral, working with clients both locally and 
internationally, in some cases for 20 years or more.  
sean@latitudestudios.co.uk | t: 01200 538 385
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pro-manchester is the largest business development 
organisation in the North West.  

We are ‘the gateway to the business community’,  
with over 300 members from a huge variety of sectors,  
we are here to support the growth and development  
of businesses across the north of England.
Established in 1986, pro-manchester is the member’s 
organisation representing the business, financial and 
professional sectors in Greater Manchester. Our key 
success factors are membership, events, networking  
and business development.  
 
We host around 150 events each calendar year and 
increase professional excellence through knowledge 
sharing, creating partnerships and staying ahead of  
the ever-changing business environment. 

If you’re interested in becoming a member or want  
to attend any more of our events, head to: 
www.pro-manchester.co.uk
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Designed and produced by a member of pro-manchester • Latitude Studios Ltd +44 (0)1200 538385 www.latitudestudios.co.uk sean@latitudestudios.co.uk 

T: 0161 833 0964 
admin@pro-manchester.co.uk 

www.pro-manchester.co.uk 
@promanchester

pro-manchester 
Level 9, Tower 12, The Avenue North 

18/22 Bridge Street, Spinningfields 
Manchester M3 3BZ


